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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE EC@Y‘J@Q

ECOLOGICAL SERVICES MAY 18
MONTANA FIELD OFFICE :
585 SHEPARD WAY
HELENA, MONTANA 59601
PHONE (406) 449-5225. FAX (406) 449-5339

File: M.15 FERC 13 May 2009

Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Company, LLC
Attn: Steve Marmon, Project Manager
3633 Alderwood Avenue

Bellingham, WA 98225

Subject:  Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 12478-002); Distribution of Visual
Resources Field Survey and Design Recommendations and Request for Comment

Dear Mr. Marmon:

This letter responds to your request to review the Visual Resources Field Survey and Design
Recommendations for the Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 12478-002), which you
were directed to prepare in response to a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission request on July
10, 2008. We received a copy of the Visual Survey Recommendations report on May 4, 2009.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service provides the following comments prepared under the authority
and in accordance with the provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA; 16 U.S.C.
661 et. seq.) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668c). We have
reviewed the report and support the recommended alternative which calls for the burying of at least
5.5 miles of transmission line. Replacing overhead transmission lines with underground
transmission lines, where technically feasible, will reduce possible impacts to avian species,
including bald eagle

Should you have any further questions, please contact me or Doug Peterson of my staff at (406)
449-5225, extension 221. '

Sincerely,
'

/7 T F ‘ / )
A/ ” {0
R. Mark Wilson
Field Supervisor

A

Cc: Ms. Laura Conway, US Forest Service;
Mr. Jim Darling, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks




United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

TaxKE PRIDE"

Great Plains Region INAMERIGA
. P.O. Box 36900 A
N REPLY REFER TO: B:ngs, Montana 59107“6900
GP-2200 MAY 19 2009

PRJ-18.00

Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Company, LLC
Attention: Steven Marmon

3633 Alderwood Avenue XM
Bellingham, WA 98225

Subject: Review Comments, Visual Resources Field Survey and Design Recommendations, Gibson Dam
Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 12478-002, Montana

Dear Mr. Marmon:

Reclamation has received and reviewed the subject survey and design recommendations. The following
are our comments:

1. There is a major Indian rock art site located on the cliffs just downstream of the Blacktail Gulch
Bridge (left side as you look downstream). This site must not be damaged during the installation
of the underground transmission line in the vicinity of the bridge. Any construction that requires
rock excavation could cause damage to the adjacent cliff which contains the rock art.

2. The survey and design recommendations are adequate for Reclamation’s general understanding of
the proposed transmission powerline, powerhouse, and maintenance building. Reclamation will
need to review and approve the design of features which cross or will be located on Reclamation
owned lands.

In order to expedite reviews, please provide a copy of all future submittals to:

Bureau of Reclamation
Great Plains Regional Office
Attn: GP-2200 (Gliko)
P.O. Box 36900

316 North 26" Street
Billings, MT 59107

If you have any questions, please contact me at 406-247-7651.

Sincerely,

Mzgf yoe

Georfge A. Gliko
Regional FERC Coordinator




cc: Mr. Bob Hardin, Manager
Greenfields Irrigation District
P.O. Box 157
Fairfield, MT 59436




Montana Fish.,
) Wildlife (R Parks

May 27, 2009

Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Company, LLC
Attn: Steve Marmon, Project Manager
3633 Alderwood Avenue

Bellingham, WA 98225

Mr. Marmon:

This letter is in response to the Visual Resources Field Study and Design Recommendations
Report for the Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 12478-002. We, Region 4
Fish, Wildlife & Parks, support the proposed transmission line route (Jackson’s Corner
Alternative) as well as the powerhouse and maintenance building locations. We also encourage
the reuse of existing transmission line routes and utilizing underground lines when possible (as is
proposed in the report). Much of the Sun Canyon area and adjacent mountain foothills are
important seasonal range for Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep and White-tailed and Mule Deer,
among other species. In order to mitigate disturbances, coordinating the timing of work to be
completed with seasonal lulls (typically summer) in wildlife use would be beneficial, although
we understand this may be difficult to accomplish under certain circumstances.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment. Feel free to contact me if there’s any other
questions/concerns that | may be able to assist with.

Sincerely,

Brent Lonner

Wildlife Biologist

MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks,
PO Box 488

Fairfield, MT 59436
406-467-2488
blonner@mt.gov



United States Forest Lewis and Clark 1101 15" Street North

Department of Service National Forest P.O. Box 869

USDA

=—.—— Agriculture Great Falls, MT 59403-0869
R 406 791-7700

FAX 406 731-5302

File Code: 2770
Date:  June 16, 2009

Steye Marmon X\I%‘D

Project Manager

Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Company, LLC &'@C’Q . A
3633 Alderwood Avenue \\\\\ 1 '
Bellingham, WA 98225 T w”

Dear Mr. Marmon:

Thank you tor the opportunity to comment on the Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Project Visual
Resources Field Survey & Design Recommendations. The report was reviewed by Michael
Munoz, District Ranger and Elizabeth Casselli, Landscape Architect. In all the report has
captured our concerns about the visual resources for this project. We have a few specific
comments on the report.

In Figure 11, the road is not included on this drawing as it is on the other figures. Also, there is
an existing 7.2 kV power pole next to Pishkun Canal, between poles #62 and #63. It is unclear if
this pole is to be removed or left in place.

In regards to the proposed maintenance building and shop located adjacent to Reclamation’s
shop, early discussions stated our desire to match the look of these structures with that of the
Reclamation dam tender residence, a Bungalow form building. This included co-locating the
proposed shop with Reclamation’s shop, and removing Reclamation’s existing shop. It now
appears that Reclamation’s shop is to remain, and a new shop building is planned south of the
existing shop. I would like to reiterate our desire to co-locate the needed shop facilities, and to
have this structure match the dam tender residence.

If you have any questions, please contact Laura Conway at 406-791-7739.

Sincerely,

LESLEY WY THOMPSON
Forest Supervisor

Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper
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Megan Smeall

From: Steve Marmon [smarmon@whitewatereng.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 8:27 AM

To: Megan Smeall

Subject: FW: Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Project

From: carol edwards [mailto:polebridgemod@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 8:28 PM

To: smarmon@whitewatereng.com

Cc: hharper@mt.gov; kaufmann@mt.net; MMurray@co.lewis-clark.mt.us; senator@tester.senate.gov
Subject: Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Project

Dear Sit(s),

I am appalled at the idea that the pristine beauty of the Rocky Mountain Front, which runs south of Glacier National
Park, in a pretty much unbroken area of unmatched beauty, wildlife environment, and protected public lands
recreational resource, is being dealt off to energy profiteers who would degrade and abuse this Montana treasure, for
energy generated at such high cost to our state, and intended to be sold, for a private company's profit, to out of state
customers!

How is it possible that elected officials and those appointed to manage the state's resources, and look out for its well
being, could pass on such a terrible project, as it affects the state and the citizens of Montana?

As an owner of land, on which a permanent conservation easement has been placed, in order to protect its natural state
forever, and through which this ugly, exploitative project would pass, I protest the desecration of this jewel like area.
How dare you propose to sully and deface Montana's irreplaceable beauty in order to put money in the pockets of
private corporations and their stockholders?

Shame on you. You are little better than thieves, selling off what is not yours to sell, traitors to the state to which you
vow allegiance. If adequate, factual information about this project were to be made public, you would be jeered out of
office by the majority of Montana voters.

I for one, will make it my business to expose this rotten, underhanded maneuver for what it is: a betrayal of duty.

With great outrage, I request that this be included in the public comment record.

Carol Edwards
co-owner, Stecker Ranch
Augusta, MT
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Megan Smeall

From: Steve Marmon [smarmon@whitewatereng.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 8:23 AM

To: Megan Smeall

Subject: FW: Gibson Dam hydroelectric project

From: Paul Edwards [mailto:hgmnude@bresnan.net]

Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 5:40 PM

To: Steve Marmon

Cc: Hal Harper; Christine Kaufmann; Mike Murray; Senator Jon Tester
Subject: Gibson Dam hydroelectric project

Gibson Dam Hydroelectric Company, LLC
3633 Alderwood Avenue

Bellingham, WA 98225

Attn: Steve Marmon, Project Manager

Mr. Marmon:
I have reviewed the report sent by your company.

As you are aware, | have been adamantly opposed to this project from its very inception and nothing in this report has changed my mind
in the slightest degree.

This report has everything to do with the sorts of mitigation of that might be undertaken in order to minimize, mask, or eliminate certain
elements of a project which is inherently invasive and disruptive to the ecology and habitat of the Sun River corridor from where the
existing dam is, through U.S. Forest Service land, out of the mouth of the canyon, where my property is, and across the prairie beyond.

I would point out that is not necessary to do studies of possible mitigation where no serious ecological harm has been done to the country
in question. If it ain't broke, don't fix it.

My opposition to this project--and to any industrial development in that amazing wild Sawtooth-Castle Reef country--is
predicated on fundamental, easily comprehended principles.

The first is that the Sun River country is a spectacular part of the Rocky Mountain Front which is de facto wilderness on either side of the
road along the river, and adjoining the Bob Marshall Wilderness, one of the two greatest wilderness complexes in America. By any
reasonable assessment, it should long ago have been designated by Congress as wilderness, which we who live and recreate there know
that it is. There should be no tolerance whatever for industrial development in any of the very last truly irreplaceable wild country that
belongs to all Americans and is part of their heritage.

The second is that this river corridor and the adjacent canyons and mountains comprise an incredibly fecund incubator for all the wildlife
species that inhabited The Front ,except the buffalo, when Lewis and Clark came across the mountains, past Shishequaw, (now called
Haystack Butte) and down Elk Creek to camp near the place Augusta would one day be. This, after all that has been done to exploit and
destroy most of our country for the benefit of banks, pirate financiers, and massive corporations, is an astonishing triumph for any
consicous human who understands and values the complex and beautiful web of life. No industrial intrusion, including enhancement of
existing mistakes, must ever be allowed to interfere with, or to adversely affect, the wildlife richness in this land that biological consensus
has named "The American Serengeti".

The third and last base of my opposition is the absolutely astonishing arrogance of the idea that a private company somehow has the right
to appropriate resources of land and water that belong to the American public and to do with them as it will for its own profit. This
project, in which water from the Sun River is proposed to be used to generate electricity to be sold by Greenfields Irrigation wherever
they choose for their own profit, without meaningful benefit to local people, the county, or the state, is a perfect example of that
arrogance. Why on earth should such a proposal ever even be considered by the various agencies whose duty it is to oversee and protect
the interest of the citizenry?



So, for these, and other personal reasons, | continue to oppose this project absolutely and I assure you that | will personally do all that |
can to see that is never comes to fruition.

Please make this letter a part of the pubic record in this matter.

Sincerely,

Paul F. Edwards
Stecker Ranch
Augusta, MT 59410
630 Monroe Avenue
Helena, MT 59601
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